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Your Guide to Festive Fundraising

Make this Christmas at Centrepoint a turning
point for homeless young people
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Centrepoint this Christmas
Thousands of young lives are at risk this Christmas – we’re in a national
emergency and so many futures are hanging in the balance. We will be facing
a hugely challenging Christmas, as the pandemic and the subsequent recession
mean that more and more young people have lost their jobs, their homes, and are
forced to sleep rough. We need to remember homeless young people who have
nowhere to go and no one to turn to – young people who, without your help,
may end up on the cold streets this Christmas.
Since the start of the pandemic, we’ve seen a 50% increase in calls to our
Helpline. We’re stretched to the limit, as we know that behind every call is a
desperate young person, in crisis, who desperately needs support.
This is why Centrepoint exists, we provide more than just a safe, warm and
stable place to live. We help young people tackle physical and mental health
issues, develop independent living skills, and access education, employment
and training opportunities. As the UK enters a homelessness crisis that
threatens to be the worst in Centrepoint’s history, vulnerable young people
need your support now more than ever, to get off the streets and turn their
lives around.

If you need a helping hand, some advice or have any questions,
please do get in touch at events@centrepoint.org

How To Get Started

Your Festive Fundraising Checklist For all things Christmas at Centrepoint
this year, you need to look no further we’ve got it covered this yuletide.
1. Set up & customise a JustGiving page
JustGiving is the easiest way to raise money for
Centrepoint and donate online. It makes it simple to
set up your own fundraising web page and collect
donations from friends and family online. All you have
to do is set up your page here, personalise it with a
few pictures, set your fundraising target and add some
details about why you’re fundraising this Christmas
for homeless young people. Share this across your
social media channels and send to a generous family
member or friend first to kick start your fundraising!
Dont forget to tag us @Centrepointuk!

Fun Fact:
Just Giving
says that pages
with a target raise
46% more. Aim
high and tell
the world.

2. Set a team fundraising target
If you are raising money with a group, a brilliant way to create a sense of team effort,
achievement and engage everyone involved is to set a fundraising target that you can
achieve together The more ambitious and challenging your goals, the more reward you will
get back and the more you will be able to support homeless young people.

3. Pick something you enjoy!
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How You Can Get Involved This
Christmas
Christmas Inspiration
Whether you choose to fundraise alone or as part of a group, here’s some inspiration to
help you make the most of your Christmas fundraising.

12 Days of Christmas
1. Hold Your Own Festive Sleep Out - Sleep Out in your garden, balcony or
anywhere other than your bed! Bring your group together virtually and plan
themed activities to keep you entertained throughout the cold night- how about
a carol singalong to send you off to sleep?!
2. Virtual Christmas Party - Why not host a virtual Christmas party in aid of
Centrepoint? Sell tickets to friends and family and bring everyone together on
video call for festive food and fizz, you could even add a bit of competition with
a pay-to-play best-dressed challenge, Christmas cook off or talent show!
3. Print off our Christmas bauble design and decorate your tree with a positive
message to show your support for Centrepoint this festive season. If you’d like
to send us a message in a bauble, post yours along with a cheque donation to
‘Community and Events Team, Centrepoint, 25 Camperdown St, London, E1 8DZ.’
4. Hold Your Own Santa Dash or Walk - Crack out your santa suit and get
sponsored to take on a walking/running challenge of your choice!
5. Festive Bake Off – Spread some festive cheer with a Christmas bake-off.
Dust off your Christmas recipe books and put on a bake off challenge filled
with the classic cakes - stollen, mince pies, Christmas cake, chocolate logs and
pannetone...
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6. Christmas Quiz – Get everyone to plan a section each, put on some virtual
drinks - and you have yourself a very merry quiz night!
7. Christmas Crafting - why not try some painting or buy the materials
beforehand to learn the trendy art of macrame?
8. Secret Santa - Instead of spending £10 on Secret Santa presents, ask your
friends to set the limit at £5 and have everyone to donate £5 to your fundraising
instead. Easy money!
9. Mince Pie Morning – Invite your friends to virtually meet for a mince pie
morning and ask for a donation to join.
10. Gift Wrapping - If you’re a wrapping pro then why not offer
a giftwrapping service for your friends or neighbours?  
11. Christmas Jumper Day – Celebrate Christmas jumper day in style- get your
community group or school to crack out their cheesiest festive knitwear and ask
for donations to Centrepoint.
12. Best Dressed Christmas Pet – with your friends or classmates ask for
donations to enter into a best dressed Christmas Pet challenge. The more festive,
the better!

Whatever you choose to do, please ensure your plans are safe
and compliant with government regulations. None of these
ideas take your fancy? You could purchase a virtual gift instead
and you’ll be able to send a personalised e-card.
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How Your Support Will
Make A Difference
Jen’s Story
Jen and her mum always had what Jen describes
as a “rocky relationship”, but after her mum met a
new partner when Jen was 13, the relationship
gradually broke down until the situation became
impossible to resolve. Jen had to leave at just 16.
With nowhere to go, Jen spent two weeks sofasurfing with friends, but it was not a long-term
solution. Sometimes, when all other options had
been exhausted, Jen would wander the streets
until it was time for school.

On the freezing streets at 16
“It was November/December time, so it was
really cold. I only had my school uniform and
a set of clothes in my bag. After I finished
school, I used to walk up to one of the big
supermarkets and get changed in the toilets,”
she recalls. “Often, I’d just have to walk
around and sit in doorways until the morning.
I’d then get showered in school and carry on
like that.”
When Jen casts her mind back to that
time, she remembers how vulnerable she
was: “It was terrifying. Anything could have
happened. My neighbourhood isn’t that safe
at the best of times. It was just so cold too;
I didn’t even have socks. I’ve got big scars
on my ankles from where I was just walking
about all the time.”
Eventually, Jen was referred to Centrepoint
and with the support of her key worker,
could start to turn her life around.

Coming to Centrepoint
A warm room and a home of her own
meant Jen could get a good night’s
sleep and be safe. She initially found it
difficult to adapt to a new routine but
with the help of her key worker, she
has been able to get back on track.
“All the staff here are amazing. They
have an open door policy and you can
go and talk to them whenever you need
to” she says. Over the year Jen has
re-engaged with her school and was
able to sit some of her GCSEs and she
is now about to embark on a business
course at college. She is optimistic
about her future and looking forward
to getting her own place.

*names have been changed.
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You can give young people like Jen the chance to have a safe Christmas, a
positive new year and a bright future ahead. How your money will help:
£10 could pay for a Christmas dinner for
a young person living at Centrepoint.
£25 could pay for a health worker to
accompany a young person to a health
appointment
£50 could cover the cost for one key
worker session
£75 could help provide essential
food supplies for one young person
for 5 weeks
£90 could pay for a member of the
health team to help a young person
attend their health appointment, including
follow-up appointments tailored to their
needs.
£300 could pay for 15 counselling
sessions for a young person

£500 could pay for 16 sessions

of nutrition and cooking, including
ingredients

£900 could pay for the running of 5

group activities such as cooking, sport or
art, or drop-in sessions

£1,500 could start a young person on

the path to a brighter future. This could
cover room sponsorship, cooking lessons,
essentials to make a room a home, longterm counselling support and so much
more, to ensure that homelessness is left
firmly in their past.
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Keep Your Fundraising Going
Keep Pushing!
1. Set a fundraising target. It’s useful
to have an achievable goal for each
participant
2. Start off on a high. Get your most
generous supporters to donate first.
Others will then follow suit.
3. Set up an online fundraising page.
Use this page to ask for donations and
make it easy to see your total so far. You
can even set up separate pages joined to
a team page to encourage some friendly
competition amongst the team!
4. Spread the word. Email, text and post
on social media to share the link to your
fundraising page. Tell your story – what will
you be doing and why?
5. Think outside the box. Could you
plan activities on the night to boost your
fundraising on? A raffle or cake sale are a
great way to encourage extra donations.

6. Involve local businesses. See if your
employer does match funding to boost
your total, or if a local company would
be interested in donating supplies free of
charge.
7. Be persistent. People won’t always get
round to sponsoring you the first time you
ask, so do remind them what you are doing
and why. Keep up momentum with regular
updates on how much you’ve raised.
8. Use our stories. Make sure to include
some real life stories from homeless young
people so that your supporters know why
you’re asking them to part with their cash.
Get in touch with the Centrepoint team for
a wide range of real life stories.
9. Believe in what you’re doing. Your
passion for the cause will come across.
Talk about Centrepoint and kick start those
important conversations about youth
homelessness in your area.

Redouble your Christmas Efforts in the New Year
Give up something you love
Give up something you love and redouble your Christmas efforts by asking
friends and family to sponsor your new year’s resolutions. Whether you are
ditching meat, alcohol, chocolate or a different indulgence, the sponsorship
money you raise could make a big difference.
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Safe Fundraising
Activities outside

Drinking alcohol

If you are planning to Sleep Out, ensure
you do this somewhere safe, secure and
legal, your private garden or balcony is
perfect! For any other activities which
require you to be outside after dark, we
recommend that you don’t do this alone,
and ensure others know where you are.

If you choose to drink alcohol as part
of your fundraising activity, please
follow NHS safe alcohol consumption
guidelines and remain aware of your
own limits.

Raffles and lotteries

You must ensure that your fundraising
activity respects the current government
Coronavirus and social distancing
regulations in place in your local area.
We would encourage you to plan virtual
activities where possible, both for your
own wellbeing as well as to avoid disrupted
plans if regulations change last minute.

You can have a raffle, tombola or sweepstake
at your event without a licence if the tickets
are all the same price and are sold during the
event. You can name the winners during or
after the event. Check here to read about
raffles at events. Here is a detailed guide to
help you decide if you need a license.

Activities with others

Get in touch
We wish you the very best with your festive fundraising. If you need
a helping hand, some advice or have any questions, please do get in
touch. To find out more about supporting Centrepoint this Christmas,
please email us on events@centrepoint.org
A very merry Christmas, and a happy New Year from all of us
here at Centrepoint!
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